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except perhaps in England. The list of his English disciples
contains the names of most of the greatest writers of essays, and
there is no reason why it should now be rolled up and put away.
When Bacon, in 1597, published his first thin volume of Essay es, Bacon's
Religious Meditations, Places of Perswasion and Disswasion, he "Essay**
was no doubt encouraged to do so by the example of Montaigne.
He adopted the name, and something of the method. Yet these
ten brief jottings of detached thoughts were in manner and content
not much like the fluid, digiessive, self-revealing discourses of his
French predecessor, nor did he come very much nearer in the
longer and more carefully finished pieces that he added later.
They were composed of the thoughts that occurred to him from
day to day on such topics as Study, Ceremonies and Respects,
Followers and Friends, Honour and Reputation, Faction, Negotiat-
ing—that is to say, they were reflections, counsels and maxims
that appeared to him of value in the life of one engaged in affairs
of state. He said in the dedication of the enlarged edition (1612)
that he had divided his life " into the contemplative and active
parts," and that these discourses were the fruit of both. But from
first to last it was the active part that yielded him his themes, and
the spirit of his meditations is uniformly practical and even utili-
tarian. Twenty-nine essays were added to the original ten in this
second edition, and the final quarto brought the number up to fifty-
eight (1625). Essayes or Counsels, civill and morally was the title
ultimately chosen, and it is aptly descriptive. As a statesman, a
jurist, and a philosopher, Bacon centred attention on the graver
problems of life, the public and private relations of humanity,
especially of the man of affairs or the thinker towards his inferiors.
The principal lesson to be gathered from the whole series is how
such a one should so manage those under and about him as to
husband his private energies, utilize the good and also the evil
qualities of others to serve his own loftier aim in life, and provide
himself with leisure for thought and rational enjoyment. He has
many wise things to say on matters of public policy. But for the
most part he is a self-centred moralist, concerned with his own
development and the pursuit of his higher calling. For the finer
distinctions of ethics, for nobility of character or any other ideal,
for love of his fellow-men, Bacon shows no solicitude. Judged

